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   Living Things 
We allocated a few days during the year to planting in school. We 
planted carrots, radishes, spring onions and beetroot to observe 
growth. and change. We placed our seeds close to a window to grow. We 
watered all the seeds regularly except one tray to observe what 
happens. We discussed how plants need water for photosynthesis. 
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Click here 
to see our 

video 

Energy & Forces 
Static Electricity 
We looked at static electricity in our classes. We discussed how static electricity 
occurs when an electric charge builds up on an object. We experimented by 
rubbing certain things together. We used balloons. pens and rulers to see could 
we build up an electric charge on these items. The children enjoyed the 
experience. We talked about everything being made up of tiny things called 
atoms. 
The children watched "Exploring Transformers and Lightning" giving a deeper 
insight into static electricity. 
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Materials 
We explored the properties of tin foil as a buoyancy tool when we made our 
boats. Students designed their own boats so they would (a) float and (b) take 
coins on board. The best designed boats were able to take more coins on board 
before they sunk. Children designed their first boat and then redesigned 
another so it would take more coins. So we looked at design and functionality 
of the boats. Each student got only one sheet of foil, that was the remit for 
each child. The children were provided with objects themselves made from 
different materials and of different size & weight.  The children predicted what 
objects they thought would float & sink.  Following this the children recorded 
their predictions and tested them.  The children discussed their findings.  The 
children then applied their knowledge of the factors that determine whether 
things float [the material, the size and weight] to design and make their own 
boats. 
The boats were tested, and the challenge was set to what boat could hold the 
most coins.  We discussed the idea of making it a fair test.  the children 
discussed why some boats sank while others floated and carried lots of coins.   
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Environmental Awareness & Care. 
Conserve Energy 
The children developed their awareness of the need to conserve resources.  
Children made posters to turn off lights/taps/close doors. 
Bonmahon Tidy Towns Junior Committee 
Students were involved in a Tree Planting ceremony that was organised with our 
Local Tidy Towns community. They planted trees around the community with 
our environment in mind and displayed their awareness and care through their 
actions. Our students will form the junior committee for the Tidy Towns and be 
involved in various environmental projects in the future. 
Celebrating Green Schools 25 years  
Our school is one of the 25 schools chosen to participate in Green Schools Time 
Capsule Journey around Ireland. 
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Living Things 
Choice Chamber Test 
The children used the Choice Chamber test to investigate woodlice behaviour.  
They predicted what condition the woodlice would favour e.g., wet/dry light/dark.  
The children placed the woodlice in the middle and the choices were recorded 
after one-minute intervals. The woodlice were observed and then returned to 
their natural habitat safely. We discussed the following questions to ensure the 
test was fair: "Are the damp & dry ends the same size?" 
"Are the temperatures the same?" 
"Is there the same amount of soil at both ends?" 
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Green and growing 
This past year the children of Knockmahon N.S. have been learning 
about growing plants. They have discovered what things plants need 
to grow and thrive. They have started a compost bin to recycle their 
green and brown waste. In their vegetable plot, they have planted 
and harvested a crop of fine. radishes, and have started off their 
beans and peas for this year. Over the winter and early spring they 
have learned how to take a houseplant cutting, and how to plant a 
tree sapling. Both the children and their green spaces are growing 
and thriving together. 
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Materials 
Materials and change 
The children observed that when the cabbage solution is mixed with 
another liquid, a colour change occurs and indicates if the solution is 
acidic or basic. 
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Energy & Forces 
Light 
Children made their own spinning tops. The children predicted what 
would happen when we spun the top. The children observed and 
discussed that light is made up of many different colours. 

Check out 
our video 

Check out 
our video 
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Living Things 
Water movement in plant. 
The children poured food colouring into water. The children 
predicted what would happen and why. After leaving a daffodil in 
the food colouring and water overnight, we discussed the results. The 
children observed the flowers and discussed how the water and food 
colouring moved through the flower.  

 


